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RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE COEP. 3035
RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPO-
RATION. As an emergency measure for
financial and economic relief to the country,
the Congress of the United States in 1932
established the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration. With an original capital of $500,-
000,000 supplied by the Government, and
credit of $2,000,000,000 more, endorsed by the
Government, the corporation is empowered to
make loans on proper security to banks,
savings banks, trust companies, building1 and
loan associations, insurance companies and
railroads. The corporation is administered by
a board consisting of the Secretary of the
Treasury, the chairman of the Federal Farm
Loan Board and four members appointed by
the President.
RED CROSS SOCIETIES
ED CROSS SOCIETIES,
a name applied generally
to those societies main-
tained in various parts of
the world for the purpose
of relieving distress in
time of war, flood, earth-
quake and similar disas-
ters. The first Red Cross
organizations were
formed immediately after
the Geneva Convention of
1863, and their original
object was to assist the
wounded in time of war.
RED, one of the primary colors, the color
of that part of the spectrum which is farthest
from the violet. The red rays are the least
refrangible of all the rays of light (see light,
subhead Spectrum). Red pigments or color-
ing matters include vermilion, realgar, cochi-
neal, lakes and madders., coal-tar colors and
other substances. By varying the intensity of
the color, numerous shades of red can be pro-
duced. Because it is the color of blood, red
is associated with anger and other violent
passions. It forms one of the national colors
of England and of the United States. The
red flag has been universally adopted as the
emblem of the world's radical societies, which
aim at the destruction of existing order.
In the United States this flag is used by the
anarchists. Red is one of the colors used in
three-color and fonr-color printing. See
printing, subhead Color Printing.
REDUIRD, the popular name of several
birds in the United States. See caedotal
bird; baltimore oriole.
RED CEDAR, a species of juniper which
grows in North America and the West In-
dies. See juniper ; cedar,
RED CLOUD (about 1825-1909), a fa-
mous Sioux Indian chief who was associated
'with Sitting Bull in Black Hills warfare be-
tween 1863 and 1868. He was also active
with the Crow and Blackfoot tribes against
the whites, and Ms enmity was particularly
emphasized when the Sioux surrendered large
areas to the government He boasted of
over eighty separate deeds of valor in fight-
ing flie white men. After making peace Red
Cloud represented his people on numerous
occasions in Washington. He was succeeded
in Ms tribal post by his son, Jack Red Cloud.
 Later their activities expanded until they cov-
ered the present wide field of humanitarian
work. Each national society hears its spe-
cial name, as American Red Cross, French
Red Cross, etc., but all national organizations
have a bond of union in the International
Committee for the Relief of the Wounded in
War. This committee has its headquarters at
Geneva, Switzerland. More than fifty na-
tions now have agreed to the principles of
the Red Cross movement.
The distinctive badge of the societies is a
red Greek Cross, on a white ground. In
whatever form this badge is seen, as an em-
blem on the uniform of the Red Cross nurse,
a design on an ambulance or a flag floating
above a hospital, it is a symbol of neutrality
and mercy, and commands the respect of all
belligerents.
The American Red Cross. The existing
society maintained by the United States was
incorporated by act of Congress in 1905, but
an organization had been perfected by Clara
Barton in 1881 (see barton, clara.) . By the
law of 1905 the original society was dissolved.
The President of the United States is presi-
dent of the American Red Cross, but the ac-
tual administration of affairs is under the
control of a committee, the chairman of which
is appointed by the President. A strict ac-
counting of all money expended must be
made.
During the "World War the activities of the
society were vastly multiplied, especially
after America became a belligerent. During
the conflict, two great war funds were over-
* subscribed, amounting to $115,000,000 and
$176,000,000, respectively, and over $24,000,-
000 was collected from membership dues.
The local chapters, through their work-
rooms, produced garments for

